Treatment of external iliac artery dissection with endovascular stent placement in a patient with simultaneous pancreas and kidney transplantation.
Dissection of the external iliac artery is a rare but serious complication after transplantation, leading to graft loss. Stent angioplasty has been accepted for iliac artery dissection, but the safety and benefits of this procedure in transplantation are unclear. We report a case of right external iliac artery dissection with simultaneous kidney and pancreas transplantation, which was noticed during the operation. A self-expandable metallic stent was inserted from the right femoral artery to the dissected area and arterial blood flow was immediately restored. The postoperative clinical course was uneventful and soon after transplantation both the kidney and pancreas graft functioned well. Together with a previously reported six cases of stent replacement with transplantation and our case, no complication related to this procedure was reported, and in six cases the arterial flow was restored and graft function was improved. Endovascular stent replacement may be a safe and effective procedure for iliac artery dissection in transplantation.